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Abstract: 

 

This study aimed to explore the impact of continuous 

exposure to crime news on social media on the level of perceived 

safety among the Egyptian public. An electronic survey 

questionnaire was used to collect data from a sample of 400 

Egyptian individuals who are active users of social media 

platforms. The study's results revealed that the majority of the 

public follow crime news on a daily basis, reflecting significant 

interest in the crime-related content circulating on social media 

platforms. It was also found that interacting with this content, 

particularly through likes and shares, is one of the primary ways 

users engage with crime news. The study observed that most of the 

public feels the impact of this news on their sense of safety, as 

frequent exposure to crime content increases feelings of anxiety 

and fear. The results also showed a statistically significant 

correlation between following crime news and the level of 

perceived safety, indicating that engaging with this content 

negatively affects individuals’ sense of security. Furthermore, the 

study linked its findings to the Cultural Cultivation Theory, which 

explains the influence of such news on individuals' security 

perceptions. Finally, the study offers recommendations for 

raising public awareness of the effects of crime news, focusing on 

improving the quality of media content and developing effective 

policies to protect individuals from the negative impact of this type 

of news. 
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