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Abstract

The research aims to analyze the media coverage of sustainable
development issues in Egyptian digital journalism, focusing on the
websites of Al-Ahram and Youm7. This is carried out by classifying
topics according to economic, environmental, and social dimensions,
studying the trends in coverage, and assessing the extent of adherence
to professional and ethical values. The study is grounded in the Social
Responsibility Theory and the Framing Theory. It adopts the
descriptive-analytical method by analyzing the content of media
materials published about sustainable development. Additionally, it
employs the comparative method to reveal editorial differences
between the two websites. The study uses content analysis as a tool to
evaluate the nature of journalistic treatment and trends in coverage,
alongside analyzing audience interaction through comments and
digital engagements.

The research sample consists of media materials published on the
Al-Ahram website (36 news items) and Youm?7 website (55 news
items) during the period from November 1, 2024, to February 1, 2025,
ensuring an up-to-date and comprehensive analysis of how digital
journalism addresses sustainable development issues.
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The results showed a clear divergence between Al-Ahram and
Youm?7 in covering development issues. Al-Ahram focused on
balanced analysis with attention to environmental and social issues,
whereas Youm?7 concentrated more on governmental achievements
and modern technologies using a more diverse approach.

Youm?7 relied more heavily on positive coverage (58.1%) compared
to Al-Ahram, which was characterized by neutrality and analytical
depth (63.8%). Regarding the use of evidence, Youm?7 preferred
expert opinions (38%) and personal experiences (23.9%), while Al-
Ahram primarily relied on official data and statistics (29.3%). In terms
of style, Al-Ahram excelled in critical analytical presentation (32.8%),
whereas Youm7 demonstrated greater diversity in editorial styles
(35%). As for visual presentation, written texts dominated the content,
with limited use of videos and infographics, which weakened the
visual impact for both websites.

The study recommends enhancing balance and objectivity in
coverage: Youm7 should strive to present more balanced content
between positives and negatives while increasing critical analysis,
whereas Al-Ahram could diversify its editorial styles to include
storytelling and human-interest narratives to better engage the
audience. The research also recommends effectively employing data
and visual media: it suggests increasing reliance on statistics and
official data to boost credibility and enhancing the use of visual
media, such as videos and infographics, to improve the visual appeal
and impact of the content.

Keywords: Digital Journalism - Media Discourse - Sustainable
Development - Professional and Ethical Values.
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