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Public Diplomacy and its Relation to the Image of the Egyptian
State: A Field Study on a Sample of the External Audience

Abstract

Public diplomacy and its relation to the image of the Egyptian state

A field study on a sample of the external audience

The present study aims at monitoring the world public's follow-up to
the Egyptian media and its relationship with their image. The study of
Al-Azhar University in Egypt aims to improve its image and the
image of Egypt at Al-Azhar University students , whether it is issued
by state employees, Or the public relations members at the university,
to identify the image of the Egyptian state and Al-Azhar Al-Sharif at
the audience of students at Al-Azhar, to recognize the efforts of
scholars at Al-Azhar to market the Egyptian issues to the audience of
the countries they belong to.

The researcher designed two questionnaires which he applied to
(200) individuals from the study community from different countries
in the world via social networking sites Facebook, and (282) students
from the study community of available students studying at Al-Azhar
University. The results of the study were as follows:

The Egyptian public news channel (Nile News) and the external
media sector in the State Information Service were interested in the
diplomacy of the external audience of the Arab Republic of Egypt.
The results of the public external audience showed that the general
picture of Egypt in the study sample is neutral and that there are
significant differences on the scale of Egypt's image, for those visited
Egypt.

The statistical average of the scale of the diplomatic activities
carried out by Al-Azhar University as seen by the students is 1.81 and
the percentage weight is 60.3%. The average interaction with them is
1.97 and the percentage weight is 65.6%. The statistical average of the
Egyptian State image was 2.65 and the percentage weight was 53%. It
varied according to gender, in favor of females, and differed according
to the type of study in favor of the students in the scientific
departments. The statistical average of the Al-Azhar Al-Sharif image
index was 3.02 and the percentage weight was 60.4%. It differed by
gender for the benefit of females and differed according to the type of
study for the benefit of the students in the Sharia departments

Key Words: Public diplomacy - Image — Egypt.
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